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OBSERVATIONS 


THE EMIGRATION STATISTICS OE IRELAND 

FOE THE YEAE 1885'. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY 

HENBY HOWARD MOLYNEUX, EARL OF CARNARVON, 

&c., &c., &c., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OP IRELAND. 

May it please your Excellency, 

I beg to forward detailed tables showing by ages and occupations the number of 
Emigrants from Ireland during the year 1885, with the ports at which they embarked, 
and their intended destinations. 

The number of Emigrants who left Irish ports in 1885 was 62,420, a decrease of 13,623 Emigration 
as compared with 1884 ; the number of males being 31,093, or 7,084 less than in the from Irish 
previous year, and of females, 31,327, a decrease of 6,539. Ports. 

Of the 62,420 Emigrants in 1885, 62,034 were natives of Ireland, and 386 were 
persons belonging to other countries. 

The following Table (I.) gives the number of Emigrants from each province in 1884. 
and 1885, by sexes, and the decrease in the latter year. Of the 62,034 persons — 
natives of Ireland — who left in 1885, 10,152, or 7'9 per 1,000 of the population of the 
Province in 1881, were from Leinster ; 20,436, or 15'4 per 1,000, from Munster ; 19,498, 
or 11'2 per 1,000, from Ulster ; and 11,948, or 14 - 5 per 1,000, from Connaught — the total 
number being equal to 12‘0 per 1,000 of the population of Ireland in 1881. 

Comparing 1885 with 1884, Leinster exhibits a decrease of 3,911, Munster of 3,927, 

Ulster of 2,206, and Connaught of 3,785 persons. 

Table I. — Showing the number of Emigrants from each Province during 1884 and 1885. 



Males. 

Fern 

ales. ' 

Total. 

Emigrants prom 







1884. 

1885. 

1884. 

1885. 

1884. 

1885. 

f Lei lister, 
o | Munster, 

7,363 

12,133 

5,206 

10,034 

6,700 

12,230 

4,946 

10,402 

14,063 

24,363 

10,152 

20,436 

§ 1 Ulster, 

(Connaught, 

11,401 

7,157 

10,250 

5,383 

10,303 

8,576 

9,248 

6,565 

21,704 

15,733 

19,498 

11,948 

Total — Natives of Ireland, 

38,054 

30,873 

37,809 

31,161 

75,863 

62,034 

Persons belonging to other 
Countries, 

123 

220 

57 

166 

180 

386 

General Total, 

38,177 

31,093 

37,866 

31,327 

76,043 

62,420 

Decrease in 1885, . 

7,084 

6,539 

13,623 


The total number of Emigrants — natives of Ireland — who left the Irish ports from the 
1st of May, 1851 (the date at which the collection of these returns commenced), to the 
31st of December, 1S85, is 3,051,361, — 1,617,751 males and 1,433,610 females. The 
number for each year is given in the following Table (II.), from which it appears that 
emigration from Ireland steadily increased from 37,587 in 1876 — the year in which the 
smallest number was registered — to 38,503 in 1877, 41,124 in 1878, 47,065 in 1879, 
whilst in 1880 the number rose to 95,517, but fell in 1881 to 78,417. In 1882, 
however, an increase of 10,719 took place, comparing that year with the previous one, 
and a further increase of 19,588 occurred in 1883, but a decrease of 32,861 took place 
in 1884 compared with 1883, and a decrease of 13,829 has taken place in 1885 compared 
with the previous year. In the decade from 1866 to 1875 the average annual number 
was 74,667, and in the preceding decade, from 1856 to 1865, the average number of 
Emigrants per annum amounted to 88,272, while in the four preceding years, from 
1852 to 1.S55, the number averaged 148,985' annually. The numbers fluctuated from 
190,322 in 1852 to 37,587 in 1876. The Emigration in 1883 has only been exceeded 
twice since 1854, viz., in 1S63 and 1864. 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1885. 

. It is right here to point out that during the years 1883 and 1884, the ordinary flow 

JJSsand ° f Emi g' ration “ay have been somewhat accelerated if not absolutely increased by the 
1884. system of “Assisted Emigration,” carried out under the direction of the Local Govern- 
ment Board for Ireland, by means of money voted by Parliament. Very full and 
interesting accounts of the operations of the Emigration Committee will be found in the 
reports of the Local Government Board for 1883 and 1884. For the purposes of this 
Report it is only necessary to refer to one or two points. There were in all during these 
two years 23,546 “State Aided Emigrants/’ of these 17,198 left during the Emigration 
season of -.1883, and 6,348 in the season of 1884. 

The operations of the Assisted Emigration Committee were confined to the Counties 
of Donegal, Galway, Kerry, Leitrim, Mayo, Roscommon, and. Sligo, which include all the 
Western Counties of Ireland except the County of Clare. It is interesting to compare 
the. progress of Emigration from this group of Counties with the remainder of Ireland. 
This is done in the following statement 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1885. 5 

The succeeding Table (III.) is in continuation of one published annually for some Number of 
-years past, and now gives the number and sex of the Emigrants from each county and 
province from the 1st of May, 1851, to the 31st of December, 1885. For purposes of Couaty and 
comparison of the several counties and provinces the per-centage of emigrants to the Province, 
■population* is also shown. 

From this table it appears that during the above period 3,086,328 persons emigrated 
from Irish ports. Of these, 3,051,361 were natives of Ireland, and 34,967 were persons 
belonging to other countries. The former number (3,051,361,) represents a proportion 
of 53 - 2 per cent, of the population;* Munster having contributed 1,042,018 persons, or 
<68’4 per cent, of the population of the province; Ulster, 899,850 or 48 ‘0 per cent.; 
Connaught, 427,442, or 47 - 6 percent.; and Leinster, 571,383 or 39'7 percent, of its 
population.* In 110,668 instances the county from which the persons came was not 
-specified in the returns; since 1876, however, this information has been given in every 
instance with the exception of 53 cases in 1880. 

Table III. — Showing the Number of Emigrants, by Sexes, from the 1st of May, 1851, 
to the 31st of December, 1885, by Counties and Provinces, with the Ratio to . the 


Population. 


PnOVINCES AND COONIIES. 


Province op Leinster 
Carlow County, . . . 

Dublin „ 

Kildare „ . 

Kilkenny „ . . ' . 

King’s „ . . 

Longford „ 

Louth, and Drogheda, County of Town, 
Meath County, . 

Queen’s „ 

Westmeath „ 

Wexford „ . . . . 

Wicklow „ 


Total, 

Province op Munster. 


Clare County, 
Cork „ 

Kerry „ 

Limerick „ 
Tipperary „ 
Waterford „ 


Total, 

Province op Ulster. 
Antrim County, . 

Armagh „ 

Cavan „ 

Donegal ,, 

Down „ 

Fermanagh „ 

Londonderry,, 

Monaghan ,, 

Tyrone „ 

Total, 

Province op Connaught. 
Galway County, . • 

Leitrim „ 

Mayo „ 

Roscommon „ . 

Sligo ,. 

Total, 

County unspecified, 

Total — Natives of Ireland, 
Persons belonging to other Countries 
embarked at Irish Ports f rom 185 
1885, inclusive, . 


General Total, 


According to tile Census Returns of 1881, 
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Estimated 

Emigrants from 1st May, 1851, to 31st Decern 

ber, 1885. 

Population.* 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

ovory^Oo'of tho 

Population. 

55,891 

13,334 

12,725 

26,059 

46-6 

411,336 

49,216 

40,357 

89,573 

21-8 

86,715 

16,592 

13,968 

30,560 

35-2 

123,235 

31,819 

29,722 

61,541 

49-9 

87,898 

24,956 

23,814 

48,770 

55-5 

69,941 

23,661 

22,712 

46,373 

66-3 

90,109 

17,630 

18,877 

36,507 

40-5 

108,551 

29,052 

26,776 

55,828 

51-4 

88,816 

23,176 

22,566 

45,742 

51-5 

88,271 

22,454 

19,699 

42,153 

47-8 

145,201 

33,180 

30,267 

63,447 

43-7 

83,635 

. 13,651 

11,179 

24,830 

29-7 

. 1,439,599 

298,721 

272,662 

571,383 

39-7 

167,028 

58,613 

59,028 

117,641 

70-4 

552,054 

199,208 

180,304 

379,512 

68-7 

209,363 

75,598 

71,510 

147,108 

70-3 

. 212,249 

74,851 

72,460 

147,311 

69-4 

249,618 

88,773 

82,433 

171,206 

68-6 

133,826 

43,503 

35,737 

79,240 

59-2 

. 1,524,138 

540,546 

501,472 

1,042,018 

68-4 

387,269 

127,440 

91,049 

218,489 

56-4 

182,121 

43,630 

33,778 

77,408 

42-5 

149,477 

45,850 

43,160 

89,010 

59 o 

229,102 

53,162 

43,387 

96,549 

42-1 

300,287 

72,543 

47,670 

120,213 

40-0 

99,909 

22,457 

21,195 

43,652 

43-7 

178,775 

48,501 

36,131 

84,632 

47-3 

121,476 

32,465 

29,175 

61,640 

50-7 

226,805 

58,782 

49,475 

108,257 

47-7 

. 1,875,221 

504,830 

395,020 

899,850 

48-0 

271,323 

70,398 

70,880 

141,278 

52-1 

100,499 

27,653 

27,293 

54,946 

54-7 

. '254,401 

51,517 

54.258 

105,775 

41-6 

151,067 

37,977 

37,178 

75,155 

49-7 

119,966 

24,343 

25,945 

50,288 

41-9 

897,256 

211,888 

215,554 

427,442 

47-6 

• 

61,766 

48,902 

110,668 

- 

- 

1,617,751 

1,433,610 

3,051,361 

53-2 

• 

23,903 

11,064 

34,967 

— 

. 5,736,214 

1,641,654 

1,444,674 

3,086,328 

- 




Ages of 
Emigrants. 


Ages of 
Emigrants. 


Conjugal 

condition. 


Destina- 
tions of 
Emigrants. 


6 EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1885. 

The ages of the Emigrants are given by Provinces in Table IV, from which it appears- 
that 75 '2 per cent, of the persons who left Ireland in 1885 were between the ages of 
fifteen and thirty-five years, the per-centage over that age being 1 1 -8, and of children 
under fifteen years 13 - 0. The corresponding per-centages in 1884 were 70-5, 12'6, and 
16 ’9 respectively. The proportion of the Emigrants in 1883, who were from fifteen to 
thirty-five years of age was 67 - 9, which is less than in any year since 1879 • in 1882 it 
was 74-8 ; in 1881, 76‘0; in 1880, 75-7; in 1879, 73'2per cent. 


Table IY. — Showing the Number and Ages of Emigrants from each Province, and from 
all Ireland during 1885. 


A«. 

Leinster. 

Munster. 

Ulster. 

Connaught. 

Persons 

Total. I 

Number 

of 

Persons. 

Propor- 
tion per 
cent, at 
each age- 
perioci. 

Number 

of 

Persons. 

tion per 
each age- 

Number 

of 

Persons. 

Propor- 
tion per 

each age 

Number 

of 

Persons. 

Propor- 
tion per 

each age- 

'X° 

Countrie 

No. of 
Persons. 

Number 

of 

tion per 

each age- 
period. 

Under 1 year. 


88 

0-9 

140 

0-7 

168 

0-9 

67 

0-6 




1 and under 

5, 

37 3 

3-7 

717 

3-5 

1,215 

6-2 

331 

2-8 

41 



5 

15, 

S26 

8-1 

1,297 

6-4 

1,934 

9-9 

913 

7-6 

50 

5,020 


15 

25, 

5,47 2 

53-9 

12,182 

59-6 

9,474 

48-6 

7,617 

63-8 

90 

34,835 


25 

35, 

2,197 

21-6 

3,885 

19-0 

4,031 

20-7 

1,866 

15-6 

108 

12,087 


35 

45, 

647 

6’4 

1,166 

5-7 

1,638 

8-4 

591 

4-9 

57 



45 

55, 

389 

3-8 

737 

3-6 

805 

4-1 

393 

3-3 

29 



55 

60, 

77 

0-8 

145 

0-7 

107 

0-6 

98 

0-8 




60 and upwards 


83 

0-8 

167 

0-8 

118 

0-6 

72 

0-6 

2 



Age not specified, 





8 





8 


Total, 


10,152 

100- 

20,436 

100- 

19,498 

100- 

11,948 

100- 

386 

62,420 

100- 


On pages 8 and 9 will be found a table showing the ages of persons who emigrated from 
each county, and of persons belonging to other countries who embarked at Irish ports, 
distinguishing the sexes and conjugal condition. The only quinquennial age-period in 
which the. females outnumbered the males is that between fifteen and twenty, the number 
of females being 8,404, and of males 4,653. The quinquennial period 20-25 years 
furnished the largest number of both male and female emigrants — 10,930 males and 
10,848 females, or 34‘9 per cent, of the entire number of emigrants. 

Of the 3 J ,093 males who emigrated, 4,539, or 14 - 6 per cent, were returned as married 
or widowers, and of the. 31,327 females enumerated, 5,596 or 17'9 per cent, were- 
described as married or widows. Of the 13,057 males and females between the ages of 
15 and 20, only 72 were married. 

Of the 62,034 natives of Ireland who emigrated in 1885, 56,205, or 90 - 6 per cent., 
went to the Colonies or to Foreign Countries; and 5,829, or 9’4 per cent., to Great 
Britain. The United States of A.merica in 1885, absoi’bed 49,655, or 80T per cent, of 
the number of native emigrants, compared with an average of 66,007, or 75 - 0 per 
cent on the four preceding years. The numbers to New Zealand which decreased from 
492 in 1881 to 380 in 1882, rose to 1,656 in 1883, but decreased to 809 in 1884, and to 
429 in 1885 Emigration to Canada shows a large decrease in 1885, compared with 
1884, the numbers being 2,170 in 1885, and 4,060 in 1884. The emigrants to Australia 
in 1885, numbered 3,867, against 5,051 in 1884, 6,009 in 1883, 4,614 in 1882, and 2,795 
in 1881. Of the 84 persons to “Other Countries,” 50 went to Buenos Ayres, 14 to 
South Africa, 6 to France, 7 to other parts of Europe, 6 to Egypt, and 1 to China. 

Of the 49,655 emigrants to the United States in 1885, Munster contributed 15,603, 
Ulster 14,095, Connaught 1 1,167, and Leinster 8,790. Munster also contributed 1,834 of 
the 3,867 who left for Australia. Ulster furnished the largest contingent to Canada 

1,478 out of a total of 2,170, and also contributed 155 out of the 429 for New Zealand. 

As before stated, 5,829 persons left Ireland in 1885 with the intention of settling 
permanently in Great Britain — 3,633 for England and ’Yales, and 2,196 for Scotland, the 
averages for the four preceding years being 5,384, and 4,708, respectively. More than 
one-half — 2,421 — of the number who went to England and Wales were Munster people, 
and of the 2,196 who went to Scotland, no less than 1,987 were from the Province 
of Ulster, 814 of these being natives of the County Antrim. 

It may be well to add that the enumerators are instructed to make a return for each 
passenger ship which may sail from any port within their district, and that by 
“ emigrant” is to be understood a person who leaves Ireland with the intention of settling 
elsewhere. 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1885. 7 

Table V. — Showing the Destinations of the Emigrants — Natives of Ireland — who left destination 
during the years 1881, 1882, 1883, 1884, and 1885; the Population in 1881, the Ratio 
of Emigrants to the Population ; and the Proportion per cent, of Emigrants to each gran 
Destination. 


The instances amongst males, in which no occupation was specified, numbered 4,097, 
which included 3,059 children under ten years of age. 

Of the 31,327 females who emigrated in 1885, 21,470 were returned as “servants,” 

2,703 as “housekeepers,” 28.4 as “seamstresses,” 305 as “ dressmakers and milliners,” 

18 as “farm servants,” and 23 as “ millworkers.” The “unspecified,” including 
“wives and children,” numbered 6,479. 

In conclusion, I beg to state that it affords me much gratification to inform your Excel- Conclusion, 
lency that those members of the Royal Irish Constabulary and the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police who were selected as Enumerators of the Emigration Statistics, discharged this 
duty with their usual efficiency. 


I have the honour to be 


Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 


General Register Office, 

Charlemont House, Dublin, 
23 rd January, 1886. 


THOMAS W. GRIMSHAW, 

Registrar- General. 


A table, showing the .destinations of the emigrants in 1885, the population in 1881, 
and the ratio of emigrants to every 1,000 of the population for each county and 
province, is given at page 12. 

A table, showing the occupations and ages of the emigrants of each sex in 1885 will be Occupations 
found on pages 10-11. From this it will be seen that of the 31,093 males who 
emigrated in that year, 22,333, or 71*8 per cent., were returned as “labourers.” In mi o ian 

1884 the proportion of labourers to the entire male emigration was 647, and in 1883, was 
also 64 - 7 per cent. Of the remaining occupations of males the most numerous were — 

_ 18S5. 1884. 1888. 

Farmers, . ...... . . 1,331 1,969 2,914 

Carpenters and .Joiners, .... 428 718 727 

Mechanics, . '. . . . . . 150 .112 151 

Clerks and Accountants, . . . . 765 777 742 

Servants, 179 205 '358 

Boot and Shoe Makers, 180 381 458 

Shopkeepers and Assistants, .... 258 413 -487 

Tailors, 159 254 356 

Masons and Paviors, 117 184 328 

Coopers, 44 201 192 

Painters and Plumbers, . . . . 128 209 310 

Bakers, Confectioners, . . . . . 103 332 301 

Blacksmiths, 165 290 307 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1885. 


I. — Table showing the Number and Ages of Persons, by Sexes, under One Year, and One Year old and upwards,, 
in quinquennial periods, and the Conjugal Condition of Adults, who Emigrated from Ireland during the- 
Year 1885. 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1885. 


I. — Table showing the Number and Ages of Persons, by Sexes, under One Year, and One Year old and upwards, 
in quinquennial periods, and the Conjugal Condition of Adults, who emigrated from Ireland during the 
Year 1885 — continued. 



B 
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10 EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1885. 


H. — Table showing the Occupations and Ages of Male and 




1 and 

5 and 

10 and 

IS and 

20 and 

2$ and 

30 and 

35 and 

an 


I yoor. 



'T 

"S" 

undo. 

“So.”' 

“35" 

under 

under 






3 

32 

27 

17 









5C 

36 

27 










7 

4 

1 

2 






12 

59 

53 

*24 

’ll 

11 





i 

1 

7 

2 

! 










10 

8 










1 










138 

108 










303 

197 

74 

27 

10 






■s 

‘l0 

19 

• 4 

' 1 







3 

' 4 

2 


’ 4 

’ 3 








2 

3 

1 







i 

25 

53 

’64 

'79 

’89 







3 



2 

4 

2 






1 

1 

4 

2 










2 

4 







246 

4,170 

9,862 

3,958 

1,766 

745 

711 

8 








30 

17 

13 






13 

35 

36 

27 

18 










11 

9 










2 

1 









3 









1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

S. 




2 

7 

42 

39 

17 

7 

9 







7 

4 

2 








’2 

, 1 

11 

8 

7 

. 5 






2 

6 

5 

5 

4 


















2 











5 

7 

11 








3 

25 

58 

48 

22 

11 

6 






1 

5 

6 

2 








6 

25 

32 

26 


27 








10 










2 











2 








1 

7 

14 

2 

1 









15 

10 








1 

26 

41 

1 

1 

26 

9 

5 






•» 

20 


10 


' 3 



1,402 

1,429 

925 

1:0 

12 

15 


2 

1 

228 

1,402 

1,429 

1,185 

4,653 

10,930 

4,861 

2,296 

1,076 

1,229 





i 

64 

160 

47 

18 

9 

5 






9 

1 

219 

478 

1 

505 

1 

1 

389 







2 

1 








2 

' 5 

8 


2 







2 

90 

116 

59 

12 








8,025 

9,882 

2,163 

636 

167 

134 









2 



















3 

3 

2 

1 




241 

1,275 

1,258 

819 

194 

440 

512 

476 

323 

426 


241 

1,275 

1,258 

1,148 

8,404 

10,848 

3,274 

1,656 

836 

958 


469 

2,677 

2,687 

2,333 

3,057 

21,778 

8,135 

3,952 

1,912 

2,187 


Males. 

Bakers, Confectioners 
Blacksmiths, . 
Boilermakers, Enginefittera, 
Bookbinders, . 

Boot and Shoe Makers, 

Bricklayers, 

Butchers, 

Cabinetmakers, 

Carpenters and Joiners, 
Clerks and Accountants, 

Coachmakers, . 

Commercial Travellers, 
Coopers, . 


Dealers, Hawkers, and Pedlars, 

Engine Drivers, Stokers, and Fi 
Engineers, 

Engravers, 

Farmers, 

Gardeners, 


Painters, Paperhangers, Glazie 
Printers”'. ] 

Professional men, 

Railway Labourers, Navvies, s 

Saddlers and Harnessmakers, 
Schoolmasters and Teachers, 


~.iipbuilders and Shipwrights 
Shopkeepers, 

Shop Assistants, 

Slaters and Tilers, . 

Smiths, General, 


Wood Turners, 

Trades not before specified, 

All other occupations, 

Unspecified, including children 

Total Males, 

Females. 


MUlworkers, . 

Seamstresses and Shirtmakers, 


Shop Assistant! 

Trades not before specified. 

All other occupations, .... 
Unspecified (including wives and children)’ 

Total Females, 
GENERAL TOTAL, . 
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Female Emigrants who left Ireland during the year 1885. 
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